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to Ananda Razu.^8 Under these cucumstar^cs, A-uanda Razu might have
followed Col. Forde qoite unwilling!}
As Col. Forde was a serv'- : of the Bengal Council, the Madras
Governor had no jurisdiction over him. To the protests of Ananda Razu, the>
could only advise him to maintain good relations with him (Col. Forde) lest
a state of confusion and disturbances, as before, might help the enemy.29
The French settlement at Narsapur had a contingent of 100 Europe-
ans and 300 or 400 sepoys. Capt. Knox was sent to seize the place. He
received the hearty co-operation of the local Zarmndar, the Rajah of Mogili-
tumi.
The French deserted the place and fled to Masulipatam.30 After
subduing Narsapur, the joint army of the Colonel and the Rajah reached
Masuhpatam on March 6, 1759. But, CoL Forde was handicapped due to
shortage of powerful cannon and the troubles from his own army since the
payments of the army had fallen in arrears.
The army was kept inactive for more than a fortnight waiting for their
heavy guns to come down from VizagapatanL On March 8, the English army
mutinied demanding the immediate payment of their fee and prize-money
due to them. They insisted that, when Masulipatam was taken, the whole
booty should be divided among the troops instead of half being reserved
according to the Company's instructions.31 To make the situation still worse,
the news came that Salabat Jung was marching towards Sarkars to curb the
disturbances over there, CoL Forde, however, tided over the difficulty by
convincing his army and opened the batteries.
It was learnt that Salabat Jung had come very close and arrived at
Ibrahimpatam near Bezwada, 44 miles from Masulipatam. The Nizam sent
an express message to Ananda Razu ordering him to quit the English Camp
and join his standard.32 Besides this, the news also broke out that Lally, the
French Governor had despatched a French detachment under the command
of Moracin to rescue the French who were shut up in the Fort of Masuli-
patam,33
28 Records of Fort SL George; Country Correspondence (Mil. Dept) Vol.7 A, pp 36-39.
29   Ibid : To Ananda Razii, IX 30th March, 1759, pp. 49-50.
30   V R.. Jagapathi Verma: Peddapura Charitra, p. 177.
31   Dodwell * Dvplea and Chve, p. 177
32  G.B. Malleson. Decisive Battles of India (1914), p. 96.
33   C Sreemvasa Chary : Op.cit, p. 403.